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ABSTRACT This is an examination of secondary sources to interrogate the role of African indigenous institutions
in contemporary global security concerns. The paper advances the argument that contrary to colonial historical
testimonies, pre-colonial African societies had developed their own indigenous institutions for conflict
transformation, peace-building and security within and across cultures. Colonialism marginalized these indigenous
institutions in the process of setting up new administrative structures to make their governance and economic
exploitation easier. African cultural groups were forced into cohesive institutions which destroyed the roots of
traditional governance and security. The marginalization of indigenous institutions still continues in the
contemporary search for sustainable global peace and security against transnational terrorism. The paper
recommends the development of a strong hybrid derived from interface of indigenous and modern institutions for
peace-building and security.



